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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE — HARVEY CAMPUS 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.06 pm]: This state leads the nation in the 
facilities and learning programs we offer students wishing to specialise in agriculture.  

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, did you say “giving notices of motion”? 

The SPEAKER: I did say giving notices of motion. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Is that what the Minister for Education is doing? 

The SPEAKER: No, the Minister for Education is giving a brief ministerial statement. 

Statement Resumed 
Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is no exaggeration to say that the new WA College of Agriculture Harvey campus will 
serve as the centrepiece of Australian agricultural colleges when students take advantage of the new facilities 
due to open in 2013. The earthworks have now been completed and building is getting underway at the new 905-
hectare farm site in Wokalup, with $26.4 million set aside for the new state-of-the-art college. 

Students will continue to learn on a fully functioning farm complete with dairy, beef cattle, sheep, horticulture 
and viticulture operations, including a packing shed. They will study for a range of nationally recognised training 
qualifications. All students will have the opportunity to complete a range of Curriculum Council–endorsed 
courses that enable them to achieve a WA Certificate of Education and an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank. 
In addition to the mainstream curriculum, students can achieve national training package qualifications through 
practical training on the college farm and work within the trades workshops, including certificate II in 
agriculture, engineering, automotive mechanical and automotive vehicle servicing, as well as certificate I in 
furnishing and construction. It is anticipated that this range of available qualifications will be expanded. Students 
may wish to go straight into the agriculture industry following graduation, or on to further studies. In addition to 
ATAR entry, the college has a non-ATAR articulation arrangement with Curtin University for students to gain 
entry into university agriculture courses through the achievement of designated grades in specific subjects 
completed at the college. 

The new college will include three teaching blocks, eight student accommodation units, and two staff houses, 
with the design reflecting a rural village atmosphere. Other facilities will include a new administration block, 
library, gymnasium, dining hall, and external works such as paths, sports courts, roads and landscaping. Building 
on our commitment to boost the accommodation facilities for students in regional areas of the state, thereby 
encouraging students and families to stay in the regions where they can complete a quality education, the 
college’s new boarding facilities will be a major improvement on its current dormitories. Up to 128 students will 
be accommodated in the eight 16-bed, single-room residential units. The federally funded part of the college’s 
new trade training centre is just about ready to be handed over to the school, with state money ready to build 
additions to this centre allowing for a broader range of courses to be offered.  

This state is leading the nation in agricultural education, in part due to our unique financial model that allows for 
the money made by the working farms our students work on to be ploughed back into our agricultural colleges. 
The five agricultural college farms and the Esperance Farm Training Centre each remit 40 per cent of gross farm 
income into a central fund that distributes this money to the 20 school sites delivering agricultural education 
programs in Western Australia.  
 


